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February 18, 2007
The Commands of Our Lord
“Love Me”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.
********************
John 14:15 “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.”

John 14:21 “He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me; and he who loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love him, and will disclose Myself to him.”

John 14:23 “Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him, and make Our abode with him.”
John 21:15 “So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Tend My lambs."”

John 21:16 “He said to him again a second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Shepherd My sheep."”

John 21:17 “He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, "Do you love Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Tend My sheep.””

Some people misunderstand John 14:15 to think that Jesus is saying that loving Jesus is keeping His commandments but actually our keeping of His commandments shows that we do love Him.  Do you love Jesus?  One way we can tell if we do love Him is if we always seek to obey Him. We can also know that we love Him when we feel much grief when we are in some circumstance and we do not act as we know He commands us to act.  Am I the only one who has been in the company of some people when someone starts gossiping about someone not in the group, and I not only do not object to the discussion but I also grin or make some other accepting expression or comment?  How about being in the company of some other employees and someone starts complaining about the boss and I by some means make it known that I agree with the complaint?  I am afraid that I can remember more times when I have not demonstrated my love for Jesus than I can remember times when I have demonstrated my love for Jesus.  Understand that I am confessing my sin here and I am ashamed.  We should all examine ourselves in the exposing light of God’s Word and His commands.  
Valentine’s Day was this past week and I am sure that many of you thought up some ways to let your special one know that you love him/her.  We need to spend at least as much time thinking of how we can demonstrate our love for Jesus as our loved ones.  

I remember the first time that I told a male member of a church that I loved him.  It was in a revival and the pastor told us to tell the person to our right that we loved him/her.  Well, to my embarrassment the person was a male and I had never told a non-family male that I loved him.  It was not the male thing to do!  Telling others that you love them is also not a trite thing to do and I would hesitate to ask a congregation to do what that pastor asked us to do and risk insincerity on their part.  
Love is a very complicated action that we have toward others.  I love my wife, I love my son, I love my brother, I love my grandsons, I love my granddaughters, and I love others.  But the word has very different meanings toward each of those people and the English language only has one word for the different meanings.  
My love for my wife is described by Scripture so I am ready to give up myself for her:

Eph 5:25 “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her;”

Love is not just an emotion but it involves emotions.  We can do a lot of things without love being involved:
1Cor 13:3 “And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I deliver my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing.”

Love is an action verb.  The action of love toward someone is revealed in how we react and interact with people:

1Cor 13:4 “Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant,

1Cor 13:5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered,

1Cor 13:6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;

1Cor 13:7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.”

I love Jesus and my love for Him is much different from my love toward others.  Because He first loved me, I love Him.  Jesus showed His love for me in many ways.  Jesus lived a perfect life of obedience to God the Father for me.  Jesus suffered on the cross so that He could accept the Father’s wrath for my sins.  Jesus was resurrected for proof that all He had done for me was accepted by the Father.  Because of the works of Jesus I have salvation forever!  Because I love Him I will obey His commandments.  
We sometimes tend to make God too abstract so I suggest that we spend some time this week meditating on our love for Jesus Christ as the person He is.  
